The Birmingham Stage Company was founded in 1992 as the new resident
company of The Old Rep Theatre in Birmingham. It is a unique company because
it is run by an actor, called the Actor/Manager and it is funded almost entirely by
ticket sales.

The comp y& LINPRdzOS& OflaaA0x 02y (S We2 NI NE
classic productions include CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF, THE GLASS MENAGERIE
ROMEO AND JULIET, SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER THE CRUCIBLE and OTHELLO.

Since 1998 it has focused on new and contempomays including the world
premieres of LIGHTING THE DAY and BRIDGES AND HARMONIES by Oren Lavie
THE DICE HOUSE by Paul Lucas, the world premiere of COLLISION by Dominic
Leyton, SPEED THE PLOW and OLEANNA by David Mamet and the British Premiere
of THE RE'RN by Reg Cribb.

The BSC produces major work for children: current productions include HORRIBLE
HISTORIES by Terry Deary, SKELLIG by David Almond and HORRIBLE SCIENCE
Nick Arnold.



ENGLISH AND LITERACY

QUESTIONSPAGE

1. Who wrote Georges Marvellous Medicine?

2. What were the names of Georges mum and dad? Describe them in your own
words.

3. Where do Georges mum and dad go when they leave George alone with his
Grandma?

4. In the book what is Georged second name?

5. Name 4 differences between the book and the play,

6. Which room does George visit first to find his ingredients?

7. Atwhattime doesGeorge 6s Gr andma take her medicine?
8. What does the medicine make Grandma do first?

9. Write 3 things that Grandma says about George.

10.What is the next thing that George gives the medicine to after Grandma?

EXERCISE

1. When you have read the book write a book review, describing it and what you
liked and disliked about it.

2. When you have seen the play, write a review of the play.

3. Compare and contrast the book to the play. How were they different? Why do
you think that they were different?



ABOUT THE AUTHOR ROALD AHL

We would highly recommend a visit to the superb Roald Dahl official website at

Roalddahl.com it has everything thatyouwant ed t o know &Wwwmkaebhd Roal d
life and includes games, competitions, an on-line club for kids, and resources for lesson

ideas for teachers.

Roald Dahlbegan writing for children in the 196060s
children, which have been published around the world.

Get the class to think of other Roald Dahl Children stories. Give each child one of the
stories from the list and get them to research | read | watch their chosen story and tell
the class about it.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory The Magic Finger

The BFG Matilda

The Witches The Minpins

Georges Marvellous Medicine The Twits

My Year Boy

Quiz Books Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator
Revolting Recipes The Vicar of Nibbleswicke
Revolting Rhymes Danny The Champion of the World
Rhyme Stew Skin and Other Stories

Dirty Beasts The Enormous Crocodile

The Umbrella Man Esio Trot

Going Solo The Fantastic Mr. Fox

The Great Automatic Grammatizator The Mildenhall Treasure

The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar



Farms and their Animals

George lives on a farm with his mother, Father and Grandma. There are many animals
that can live on a farm and in this section we will give you a few ideas for fallow up
work.

Why not visit the site www.greenheyes.com an English Farm Web Site that shows you
how a Farm in Cheshire works and the Family that run it. It has 150 pages and 700
links.

Books List (farms and animals)

Wake Up, Farm! by Alvin Tresselt

The Midnight Farm by Reeve Lindbergh

What Do You Do at a Petting Zoo? by Hana Machotka

Barn Dance! by Bill Martin and John Archambault

Friends and One Summer Day by Kim Lewis




COW Fact Files

e Cows are often called cattle.
e The adult female is called a cow.
e The adult male is called a bull.

e A baby is called a calf.

Cattle were domesticated (tamed from wild animals) thousands of years ago. They are
farmed for their milk, meat, hides (leather), and many other products, like cheese,
cream, gelatin, glue, soap, and many other products. In some parts of the world, cattle
are still used to pull plows and carts,

Cows are milked at least twice a day. To milk a cow by hand you have to squeeze the

udders (not too hard) and the milk comes out and you catch it in a bucket. This was how

they did it many years ago. Today, cows are milked by machines. All the milk is kept in

a special tank that keeps it cool until the milk tanker collects it. The special tank on the

lorry keeps the milk cool. The milk will be taken to a dairy factory where it will be bottled

and put into cartons. Itist hen del i vered to shops, supermarKk
door-steps by the milkman.

Farmers could never remember the names of all their cows, so they have tags on their
ears with numbers on instead. This helps the farmer to remember how much milk the
cow has made, what medicine she has had and when she is due to have a calf. Where
do you think the farmer would store all that information?

Anatomy:

Cattle vary in colour from white, black, brown to tan.

Mil k is produced in the femalebdbs wudder s.
Cattle use their long tail to keep insects off their back.

Some cattle have horns, others do not.

Diet:

e Cattle are herbivores (plant-eater) that graze on grass and leaves.
They are ruminants, animals that have a four-part stomach.
Cattle swallow their food without chewing it very much. They later regurgitate a
cud and chew it well, later swallowing it.



COLOURING SHEET

Cow
9
1/’ W"\ s

i Q el S

} v wStocky

,.— body an'd

E\ \ {jiark Q\% thick skin

(on female only) —-#— Hooved feet

Mamerinkt @& Ernchantadl asminn sam

DID YOU KNOW?

The bond between a cow and her calf is especially powerful. If a mother cow is
caught on the opposite side of a fence from her calf, she will become alarmed
and call frantically. If they remain separated, she will stay by the fence
throughout waiting to be reunited with her baby. This bond continues even after
the calf is fully grown.

Cows ftmeachdther fairly frequently, allowing them to stay in touch even
when they cannot see each other. When they can see each other, they also
communicate through a series of different body positions and some facial
expressions!

Technically, only the mature females in the herd who have given birth to a calf
are cows (females who have not yet calved are known as heifers). Yet we have
come to refer to all animals of this species as cows,
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CHICKEN FACT FILE

e Chickens are domestic (farm) birds.

e The adult female chicken is called a hen.
e The adult male is called a rooster.

e The young are called poults.

e A group of chickens is called a flock.

e The scientific name of the chicken is Gollus domesticus (genus and species).



Anatomy:

The rooster is larger and more brightly colored than the hen; he also has a larger
comb.

Roosters make a very loud crowing sound and can be quite aggressive.

Chicken eggs range in colour from white to pale brown and other pale colours

Chickens have a varied diet.

They eat insects, worms, fruit, seeds, acorns, grains, slugs, snails, and many
other foods.

They have a well-developed gizzard (a part of the stomach that contains tiny
stones) that grinds up their food.

Chickens (or Hens) lay eggs. Some are free range which means they can go
outside and have plenty of room ro play. Other hens are not so lucky. They live in

small cages indoors and dond6t have any

Battery Hens.
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PIG FACT FILE

Pigs are also called hogs or swine

The adult female is called a sow

The adult male is called a boar

A baby is called a piglet

Pigs were domesticated (tamed from wild animals) thousands of years ago. They are
farmed for their meat and hides (leather). There are still many wild pigs, like the wild
boar, the warthog, and the bushpig. Pigs are found on every continent on Earth except
Antarctica

Anatomy:

e Pigs vary in colour from brown, black, white, to pinkish. Some wild pigs have
large tusks, overgrown teeth used for fighting and digging for food.

Diet:

e Pigs are omnivores (eating plants and meat). They eat a variety of plants and
small animals (like worms and snakes).



Colouring Sheet
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DID YOU KNOW?

e Pigs are clean animals and picky eaters. They do roll in the mud, but only
because they @eoplédo;the mue ot waler) dctaally keeps them
cool.

¢ Many studies have also revealed that pigs are one of the most intelligent animals
on the planetd even more intelligent than dogs.

e A pigbs sense of smell is highl twpsedrehvel oped
for truffles. Using their snouts as shovels, pigs toss clumps of soil and twigs high
into the air, searching for the rare and delicious fungus that grows underground
near the roots of oak trees. They are also often used by police to help search for
drugs. In wartime, pigs have even saved lives by detecting buried land mines.

o Whether pink, black or spotted, these bristly-haired, snout-nosed, floppy eared
animals are naturally playful and loving.



SHEEP FACT FILE

¢ An adult female sheep is called an ewe
e An adult male is called a ram

e Babies are called lambs.

Sheep were domesticated about 10,000 years ago. Domestic (tame) sheep are farmed
for their wool, meat and milk. There are also many types of wfld sheep; they are closely
related to wild goats. There are still wild sheep around. The largest sheep is the wild
sheep, Argali. The Argali lives in the Altai Mountains of Siberia and Mongolia. The male
can grow up to 4 feet tall at the shoulders and his horns can spiral about 20 inches
around. Wild sheep look a lot like wild goats. Wild sheep can climb high mountains. The
sheep is believed to have first been domesticated in Asia during the Bronze Age.
Primitive tribesmen kept the sheep for its wool to keep warm and the meat as food.
Sheep are still important to us today. They provide us with food, leather, clothing and
give us the raw materials for by-products, such as soap, lanolin, glue, tallow and catgut
Catgut is used in stringing tennis and badminton rackets. Lanolin is a natural oil found in
the sheepds f lseddoccnakewdsmetids and candle wax.

Anatomy:

The sheep is an animal which has a thick coat of fleece on its body.

e Sheep have hoofs that are divided into two toes. They have a gland between
their toes.

e Some types of sheep have horns, which are often curved. The horns grow
throughout the life of the sheep. There are hornless breeds too.

Diet::

e Sheep are herbivores (plant-eater) that graze on grass, leaves, twigs, and young
plants.
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DID YOU KNOW?

e Goats and sheep are a source of clothing. The fibers that become textilesd wool
and cashmere, among many other typesd are shorn from these animals.

e Sheep like cows, are ruminant animals and have a four-chambered stomach.

e These grazing animals often prefer noxious weeds and plants, which makes
them great environmentalists.

e Sheep like to stick close to one another for comfort and security. Either black or
white, these animals are incredibly gentle. Lambs form strong bonds with their
mothers, but they have also been known to bond closely with humans.



ANIMALS QUESTION PAGE

8.

9.

Which two animals are ruminants?

What is a male Chicken called?

What is a female sheep called?

What do people in France use pigs to do?

What are a group of chickens called?

What is a baby cow called?

Which animal likes to stick close to others for comfort?
When is it believed that sheep were first domesticated?

What is Lanolin?

10.Which animal saved lives during wartime and how?



Lesson Ideas for Teaching about the Life Cycle

Students will learn that all living things are born, grow and change; consume water and
food, and die, Hands-on experiences as well as other arts related activities are used to
demonstrate the transitions all of life must go through.

The Life Cycle in Reality / Hands-On Experiences

e Set up an aquarium for raising brine shrimp (sea monkeys). Brine shrimp are
related to crabs and lobsters in a group commonly known as crustaceans.

e For each student or study group, place two or three mealworms in a capped jar.
Provide the mealworms with bran and a slice of raw potato or apple. The
mealworm is the larva stage of a beetle. Before reaching this final step in the
metamorphosis, the mealworm goes through a pupa stage that resembles
neither t hieb efilemtolrendd dakperieds.o p me nt

o Fertilized frog eggs are usually easy to find or purchase. Place them in an
aquarium and observe each day. Tadpoles hatch from frog eggs in a week to ten
days and the process from tadpole to frog is fascinating to observe.

e Keep open the possibility of real-life experiences that may occur close to home.
Thanks to the great accessibility of video camera equipment, someone might be
able to record the live birth of an organism such as a kitten or calf. Once again,
make sure the material is appropriate for the age group and parental permission
is advised.



Art / Art-Related Activities

These projects would focus on the child expressing themselves in an artistic manner.
Some suggestions are:

e making a set of animal identification cards
e designing a life cycles mural

e creating posters

e making slides and overhead transparencies

e creat i ngrgamisndane wo

Language Arts:

Th e 6 wanibalaicreative way to express the facts observed, researched and
learned. Try some of these activities...

e Pretend you are one of the creatures observed or researched. Write your life
story, making certain you mention your life cycle somewhere in your tale.

¢ If you had to be an organism that was studied, which one would you choose to
be? Support your choice with scientific facts you learned, combined with personal
reasons.

e Write a letter to an organisation devoted to the care of animals or the
preservation of animals in danger of extinction. Ask for information about the
animal, its life cycle or suggestions on how you can help. Some possible places
to start include Greenpeace, World Wildlife Fund, and the RSPCA.

¢ In your opinion, what is the most successful organism in terms of the life cycle it
goes through? Summarise your choice in a good paragraph.

¢ Write poems, create a play, or organise a debate.



Egg Shell Mosaic

You will need:

Coloured egg shells,
Card,

Crayons,

pens,

glue.

A great way to use up remaining Easter egg shells!

e On paper draw a design e.g. flower, balloon, Kite or egg.
e Put glue in design area
e Sprinkle broken egg shells onto the glue and allow them to dry.
e Hang up!
STRING EGG
You will need:
e String,
e Balloon,
e PVA,
e Paint
¢ Inflate and tie a balloon
e Fill a bowl with glue
e Soak string in glue
¢ Wrap balloon with string, in different ways to achieve a better design.
e Allow to dry
e Paint
e Whilst the paint is wet you could sprinkle some glitter on
¢ Allow to dry totally and pop the balloon and hang up as a decoration.
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¢ careful around the bigger animals.

Stay on your slde of the fence.




THE ELDERLY

I n Georges Marvell ous Mieddretaiionship Wwilelosr ge has a 6
grandmother. There is a wealth of possibilities for study, stimulus and learning within the

realm of the grandparent for children to get excited about. In this section we will

concentrate on family relationships especially thoseb et ween A Gr andparent so
AGrandchildrend and examine the different rol

and different possibilities for cross curricular activities.

Work on this theme needs to be sensitively approached as some children may

never have known their grandparents and others may have experienced their
deaths.

Reading:

Annie and the Old One by Miska Miles

Love You Forever by Robert Munsch

Nanny Upstairs, Nanny Downstairs by Tomi DePaolo

Kevinds Grandma by Barbara Williams
Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney

Knots on a Counting Rope by ill Martin Jr, and John Archambault

Song and Dance Man by Karen Ackerman

Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox

Grandpas Mountain by Carolyn Reader

The Bee Tree by Patricia Polocco

Donét Worry Grandpa by Nick Ward
Winter Rescue by W.D. Valgardsen

Koala Lu by Mem Fox

My Backyard History Book by David Weitzman

Roots for Kids by Susan Provost Belier



English | History | Social Studies | Cultural Studies

Different Societi es in the World

Children from a local community in Alaska did the next few pieces of writing. It would be
a good idea to do something similar in your local community and then compare and
contrast to the lives and roles of the elders within the Eskimo community.

The Eskimo Community of IGIUGIG

The community of Igiugig is decended from Yupik Eskimo, Aleutian and Athabascan
Indian. It has many traditions inherited from all three cultures. Hunting, fishing, trapping,
berry picking and other plant gathering are important parts of village life. Many residents
also engage in native crafts, such as skin sewing, basket making and ivory carving.
Yupik Eskimo is commonly spoken in the village, and is the first language of most older
residents. The village is governed by a council of five people who oversee village
operations through monthly meetings.

Iqiugig Elders
Elders are traditionally highly respected individuals in native communities and this is
also true in 1l giugig. A pedesuatintheyaewomerthey i snodt

age of 60, but there are exceptions for community members who are highly regarded.
Elders are important to our communities because they provide a link to our past, and to
traditional native knowledge. Children are taught to respect elders in every day
activities, which include allowing them to eat first or serving them at community events.
Igiugig elders include Mary Olympic and George Wilson Snr. Read their following
interviews by a local school child.

Mary Olympic, Community Elder

Christina Salmon, 12th grade, Igiugig School

Whil e growing up | ife wasndét al ways about fun
Gregory, would take her out trapping, have her take care of the dogs, and gather wood
for heating the house. She also had to do house cleaning with her mum and help put
away food for the long cold winters. Every summer they would cut up and store 4000
sockeye salmon for themselves and their dogs. Mary and her mum would pick up to 25
gallons of blackberries, salmonberries, blueberries, and cranberries for the winter.
During the spring she would go out and collect wild celery, wild spinach, and ferns,
vegetables that would last them the winter also. To top it off she did not even have a
bed to sleep in! Her house had one bedroom, a kitchen area and a windbreak. Mary
slept on the floor in the bedroom along with the other children. When it got really cold in
the house she would sleep behind the stove with her dads parka as a blanket.



Al t hough Maryos | i éremtdronythedypicaktesmagers&odaly they arel i f f

still, in many ways, similar. She never liked doing dishes, cleaning the house, or even at

times listening to her parents. Whenever she could she would leave the house and stay

away from it justsoshewouldn 6t have to wor k. But one thing
separates their upbringings from Maryods is ed
lived part of her life in Kukaklek and is still living in Igiugig. In both places there was no

organised school. So she grew up speaking her native language, Yupik Eskimo, and

learning English as a second language. On her own, she slowly learned how to speak

and write a little English.

Maryb6s advice for children today is to never
background and teach it to others. #Alf we don
there wondét be any tradition for tomorrow, O

Now that Mary is getting older her activities have simmered down a bit. She no longer
plays on top of her house or sits and has tea with her dolls. Mary enjoys sewing, knitting
socks and gloves, and making fur dolls. She doesn6é put up 4000 fish any more, during
the summer months she puts up about 400 fish and spends the rest of her time boating,
berry picking, and spending long hours in the steam baths socialising with other women
in the community.

) X:&s

Mary at 16 in the village of Mary at the age of 3 with  Mary at the age of 8 with
Kokhanok her brother Mike (far Anecia and Okalena
right) and two friends.



Community Elder: George V. Wilson Snr.

Christina Salmon, 12th Grade, Igiugig School

OnVal entineds Day, 193 i, wabdaonrtgGlarene and $absa Wi | s on
Wilson in Levelock, Alaska. He is the second youngest out of eight children. George
grew up in Levelock and lived there until his first marriage to Judy Fischer in 1959,
when he moved to Naknek. Together they had four daughters: Nola, Pammy, Julie, and
Carla. After his divorce from Mrs. Fisher in 1964, he married Annie Apokedak from
Levelock in 1966. In 1976 they moved to Igiugig with their kids. Annie and George are
still happily married with three children, Annette, George Jr., and Georgette. In May
1997 they had their marriage blessed in church. Together they have one
granddaughter, Spirit, and a grandson on the way. George has a total of 14
grandchildren.

As a kid George liked making tin and wooden boats to play with. He would use old tin
cans and 5-gallon gasoline cans to make a variety of boats. With pieces of wood he
would build toy scows. George liked to play many outdoor games, a few he especially
enjoyed were, Kick-The-Can, Hide-and-go-Seek, Manachee, Tag, and the native game,
Gouchak. Mr. Wilson taught himself how to play the harmonica when he was 12 years
old. He first started because his older brother played the harmonica well and he would
steal his harmonica and secretly try to play. He also was a pencil artist as a kid. He
would draw animals and sometimes complete a drawing by brightening it with
watercolour s. Af ter high school George quit drawi nq
Georgie, as the residents of Igiugig know him, also enjoyed picking the family
subsistence net daily with his mum and sisters. His daily chores consisted of pumping
water for the house, hauling wood, and packing water from the spring.

Georgeds F George with his wife Annie in George with Annette

Clarence Wilson 1981. and George Jnr
boating on the
Kvichak River



George with his Sisters George at George with his Grand-
the age of daughter Spirit
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